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(54) A distribution system for remote trade 

(57) A distribution unit for remote trade comprises a 
movable distribution unit (1) for use in transporting 
goods between the distributor and customer, and a sta- 



tionary receiving unit (B) fixedly arranged and secured 
at the customer's premises, the receiving unit (8) being 
arranged to lockably receive the movable distribution 
unit (1). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a distribution 
system for rennote or electronic trade, e.g. such as trade 
via Internet or any other current or future forms of trade 
where the buyer orders the goods from the seller 
through an arrangement that does not require physical 
contact with the goods in order for the buyer to take pos- 
session of the goods. 

[0002] To day trade via e.g. Internet generally requires 
that the buyer or his representative is present when the 

seller or his representative delivers the goods. This is 
so because at present there is no solution that guaran- 
tees that the goods are received by the customer unless 
they are delivered directly to him. Furthermore, the buy- 
er may not have paid for the goods before delivery, and 
the seller may want to ascertain that the goods have a 
satisfactory quality when delivered to the buyer. 
[0003] One object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a distribution system for remote trade which en- 
sures that the goods can be delivered to the buyer with- 
out the buyer being present at the delivery address and 
without the seller or buyer being subjected to a higher 
risk than with the present delivery solutions. 
[0004] This is obtained in accordance with the inven- 
tion by means of a distribution system for remote trade, 
wherein the system comprises a movable distribution 
unit for use in the transportation of goods between the 
distributor and customer and a stationary receiving unit 
fixedly arranged and secured at the premises of the cus- 
tomer the receiving unit being arranged to lockably re- 
ceive the movable distribution unit. 
[0005] The invention also relates to a movable distri- 
bution unit for use in the system defined above, wherein 
the distribution unit has standardised outer dimensions 
and a parallelepipedic form, is adapted for storage in a 
distribution vehicle, and contains a replaceable inner 
unit adaptable to the goods to be distributed. 
[0006] The invention further relates to a receiving unit 
for use in the system and with the distribution unit de- 
fined above, the receiving unit having a lockable door. 
[0007] Further advantageous features of the inven- 
tion will be apparent from the dependent claims and the 
following description of the non-limiting exemplifying 
embodiment of the invention illustrated in the appended 
drawing. 

[0008] In the Figure a container 1 is shown, the con- 
tainer having a parallelepipedic form and outer dimen- 
sions standardised at 90 x 90 x 55 cm. The container is 
provided with wheels 2 for facilitating its movement and 
a door 3 for closing its internal space, which in the em- 
bodiment shown has an internal arrangement dividing it 
into throe compartments 4, 5 and 6 for dry goods, refrig- 
erated goods and frozen goods, respectively. The con- 
tainer is thermally insulated and provided with its own 
cooling apparatus (not shown) to receive electric power 
from an external power supply. The top of the container 
1 is provided with grooves 7 for the purpose of stabilising 
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the containers during transport. 

[0009] The Figure further shows a stationary receiv- 
ing unit in the form of a box 8 to be fixedly arranged and 
secured at the premises of the customer, e.g. outside 

5 the home of the buyer. The box 8 has a front opening 
provided with a door 9 hinged at the bottom so that It 
may be lowered and act as a ramp for the container 1 . 
The door 9 is lockable, and both the buyer and seller 
have a key. The receiving unit 8 may be provided with 

10 a power supply for the refrigeration apparatus of the 
container 1 . 

[0010] In using the system according to the invention, 
the buyer orders the goods from the seller via Internet, 
fax or the like and indicates the latest time for delivery, 

15 He may pay for the order in any suitable way, e.g. via 
an account with the seller or a bank. 

[0011] The seller packs the goods in the container, the 
internal arrangement of which is chosen to suit the type 
of goods ordered, e.g. various types of foodstuffs and 
20 beverages. The container must be such that the various 
goods maintain their quality during transportation and 
temporary storage at their destination until the buyer has 
had the occasion to take them to his personal posses- 
sion. 

25 [0012] The container is transported from the seller to 
the buyer by car. The transporter removes any empty 
container from the buyer's box 8 before placing the new 
container with the goods in the box and locking the door 
9. 

30 [0013] Thus, the distribution system according to the 
invention functions without the buyer at any time being 
involved in the distribution process until he opens the 
receiving unit 8 at his home or other premises. 
[0014] It will be understood that the distribution sys- 

35 tern is not limited to consumable goods but may also be 
used for e.g. bulk material. Furthermore, the empty con- 
tainer may be used for returning empty bottles or other 
material for recycling. 

40 

Claims 

1. A distribution system for remote trade, character- 
ized in that it comprises the combination o1 a mov- 

45 able distribution unit (1 ) for use in the transportation 
of goods between the distributor and the customer, 
and a stationary receiving unit (8) fixedly arranged 
and secured at the customer's premises, where the 
receiving unit (8) is arranged to lockably receive the 

50 movable distribution unit (1). 

2. , A movable distribution unit (1 ) for use in a system 
according to claim 1 , characterized in that It has 
standardised outer dimensions and a parallelepi- 

55 pedic form, is adapted for being stored in a distribu- 
tion vehicle, and contains a replaceable intemal ar- 
rangement which is adaptable to the goods to be 
distributed. 
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3. A distribution unit according to claim 2, 
characterized in that the internal arrangement com- 
prises a large room for voluminous articles. 

4. A distribution unit according to claim 2, 5 
characterized in that the internal arrangement com- 
prises a plurality of smaller rooms (4,5,6) for differ- 
ent types of goods. 

5. A distribution unit according to claim 4, io 
characterized in that the internal arrangement com- 
prises at least one room (5,6) for refrigerated and/ 

or frozen goods. 

6. A distribution unit according to claim 5, is 
characterized in that said at least one room (5,6) for 
refrigerated and/or frozen goods is themnally isolat- 
ed. 

7. A distribution unit according to claim 6, 20 
characterized in that said at least one room (5,6) for 
refrigerated and/or frozen goods is provided with its 
own cooling apparatus. 

8. A receiving unit (8) for use in the system according 
to claim 1 , characterized in that has a lockable door 
(9). 

9. A receiving unit according to claim 8, 
characterized in that it is provided with a power sup- 30 
ply for the movable distribution unit (1). 
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